Buffalo Central - Breakfast Roundtable 12/10/2003

Topic: 
Electronic Tools for Project Managers: PDA’s, Etc.

Presenter:
David Weitzel, Verizon Wireless

The first meeting of the “central” group met at Bob Evans on Walden west of the Thruway.  This meeting we had a guest presenter in addition to our attendees exchanging ideas.

David opened with the statement that you must first define how you plan to use a PDA to make a good purchase decision; attendees already owning a PDA agreed.  Primary presentation/discussion topics included: Palm vs. Pocket PC, expansion possibilities, battery life, PDA/phone combinations, a cell phone as an “organizer” and Bluetooth.  Cell phones, PDAs and PDA/Phones were brought in to view as well as attendees sharing their devices.

Palm vs. Pocket PC


The choice comes down to your needs and how you’ll use the device.  Generally, a Palm is more of an organizer, is easier to use and has more free programs available than a Pocket PC.  It was noted while the Palm does not normally run many PC applications – it can – with conversion programs.


The Pocket PC supports standard MS Office and a wide variety of applications (auto cad is one we found surprising) and can multi-task.

Synchronizing the devices can be done via a “hot” synch using a cradle or cable or “wireless”.

Graffiti pads allow for hand written entries to the device.  Writing lessons are usually included to improve the accuracy rate of the unit.

Expansion Possibilities


How many “slots” do you need?  Keep in mind you can purchase memory cards, printers, keyboards for data entry (even bar code readers were mentioned) so determine what do you need and what you might need.

Battery Life


Compare battery life when considering a device and ask about the impact on the battery life when adding peripherals.

PDA/phone combinations


This option will eliminate carrying two separate devices but the size of the single device may be a drawback for some.

Cell Phone as Organizer


Most cell phones can store your contacts and date book but the service for synchronizing them doesn’t support all contact software.  Check out www.iphonebook.net or www.idatebook.net
Bluetooth


Discussion also included this amazing wireless technology, which offers wireless connections to a LONG list of devices.  Security is a strong point but distance (approximately 30 feet) could be a deterrent.  Check out www.bluetooth.com for more information.

Additional links for PDA information:

http://palmtops.about.com
www.pdabuyersguide.com/genfaq.shtml
www.pdabuyersguide.com/tips/bluetooth.htm
www.pdabuyersguide.com/tips/FAQ_index.htm
http://www.pcworld.com/howto/bguide/0,guid,11,00.asp
http://coekate.murraystate.edu/kate/pda.htm
http://www.compusa.com/advisor/adi_frameset.asp?sid=3FCD27806C7BE17F&catid=012&cmp=1
http://www.circuitcity.com/learnabout.jsp?c=1&b=g&department=Computers%2C+Printers%2C+and+PDAs&category=PDAs&learn=Basics&go.x7&go.y+9
Tutorial:

www.library.uthscsa.edu/consultation/guides/tutorials/main.cfm
Current Magazine Article re the BlackBerry:

Money, November 2003 page 149 & 150

Please watch the PMI site for information about the January 2004 Breakfast Round Table - Buffalo North:

Date:


TBD



Time:


7:15 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.

Location:
Bob Evans, Niagara Falls Blvd (North of the 290) Amherst

Cost:


Beverages courtesy of PMI

Reservations:

None Required

Meeting Topic:
To be announced

Please watch the PMI site for information about the February 2004 Breakfast Round Table - Buffalo Central:

Date:


Wednesday, February 25

Time:


7:15 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.

Location:
Bob Evans, 1753 Walden Avenue (West of the Thruway) Cheektowaga

Cost:


Beverages courtesy of PMI

Reservations:

None Required

Meeting Topic:
Networking Methodologies
